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tion was for many years bitterly attacked by the pamph-
leteers and orators of the Opposition. The very name of
the treaty enabled them to represent it as a sacrifice of
England to the German electorate. It was in truth to
expose the electorate for tho sake of England. Walpolo
himself, though he defended tho Treaty of Hanover in
Parliament, doubted whether Townfihond'a apprehensions
were not exaggerated, and, looking to tho quarter in
which it was his characteristic habit to took, ho doubted
whether the House of Commons would willingly grant
the subsidies. The dispatch of a squadron to tho Baltic
convinced Russia that tho now allioa were in earnest,
and it arrested mischief in the north. In tho south Spain
opened the siege of Gibraltar, tho emperor got his
forces together, Prussia fell away from the allies of
Hanover, and a general contlugratiou became imminent,
Only the prudence of Walpolo aud the good faith of Fleury
prevented it, A British expedition was sent to tho Spanish
West Indies, bub the admiral had iimtruotiona not to act
on the offensive. Tho allies were imdy to assist us
against the Spanish attack, but Walpolo insisted on
delay, and bogged them to wait, Wo may almost
wonder even in our own enlightened day, how a min-
ister could dare to be so senaible ai Wulpole, Though
this resolute tardiness in recourse fco arms exposed him
to taunts of pusillanimity than and mnea, he was upoedily
justified by tho event, Within a few montha the emperor,
finding himself without any of tho outside support on
which ho had reckoned, withdrew front hii engagements
with Spain, the Treaty of Vienna foil to pieces, and, as a
result of the mediation of France, the preliminaries oi
peace were signed by the emperor with England, France,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